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Wat as ‘n baie onseker en uitdagende jaar voorgelé het

haas na sy einde. Ek dink ons kan met alle sekerheid sé dat

daar beslis ‘n impak op elkeen se lewens gelaat is. Baie

families en boerderye het groot verliese ervaar - finansieél,
in gesinsverband, asook geestelik. Dit bly egter steeds
genade van ons Vader dat ons nou aan die vooraand van

die 2021 feestyd mag staan.

Word daar terug gekyk na die jaar se doen en late het baie 5 .

telers en hul stoeterye sukses behaal die afgelope jaar. 7/4%/(3 @SVVW
Braunvieh SA wil u elkeen gelukwens. U stel ‘n voorbeeld en laat die

beesbedryf kennis neem van ons Ras. Groot dele van ons land het reeds

milde reén ontvang en in elke stoetery kom die nuwe generasie Braunvieh

kalwers aan. As Landbouer en Telers staan ons in dankbaarheid dat ons dit
steeds mag ervaar.

As President van Braunvieh SA wil ek u bedank vir die voorreg om die

Genootskap te kon lei. Ek wil in besonder vir elke raadslid dankie sé vir hul

tyd, insette asook raad. Dit is‘n eer om saam met julle almal die taak te kon 'S
verrig. Aan cﬁe telers rig ek‘n woord van dank - u is die belangrikste segment

van die Genootskap. Sonder u kennis, passie en teelvernuf kon Braunvieh

SA nie voortbestaan nie. -

Mag u, u boerderye asook familie 'n ware Christusfees beleef. Mag die Vader Q7 « ‘
u beskerm en seén en u opnuut laat besef hoe kosbaar dit alles is. ' ¥
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APRIL
27 April - 7 Mei  Bloemskou

(onderhewig aan verandering)

MEI

7 Mei Bloemfontein Interras

17-20 Mei NAMPO
(onderhewig aan verandering)
27 Mei-5 Junie  Royal Skou
JULIE e
22 Julie Braunvieh

Nasionale Veiling

SEPTEMBER

Nasionale Kampioenskappe:
Groepklas beoordeling - 5 Mei

5-10 September BKB ALE
(Africa Livestock Expo) Individuele klas beoordeling - 6 Mei
14-17 September NAMPO Kaap
OKTOBER Braunvieh SA is opgewonde om aan te kondig
dat ons reeds met die reélings van die Nasionale
29 Sept-1 Okt Alfa Skou Kampioenskappe 2022 begin het. Ons nooi alle telers

uit om hierdie spog geleentheid by te woon.
Ouderdombepalende datum: 1 Mei 2022

Meer inligting sal vroeg in 2022 met ons lede
gekommunikeer word.



Braunvieh Nasionale Veiling
Nampopark, Bothaville

21 Julie 2022

DIE BOER SE BESTE BOD

THE FARMER'S BEST BID

HOOFKANTOOR / HEAD OFFICE
Anton Vos - 012 460 9916

BOSVELD & LIMPOPO / NAMIBIE / NAMIBIA
Johann Vosser - 015 491 3141/4

MPUMALANGA / GAUTENG / KWAZULU-NATAL
Wessel Meyer - 017 819 1106

00S-VRYSTAAT / EASTERN FREE STATE
PJ Miiller - 058 813 1067

SENTRAAL-VRYSTAAT / CENTRAL FREE STATE
NOORDWES / NORTH WEST / NOORD-KAAP /
NORTHERN CAPE

Allan Sinclair- 051 451 1439

00S-KAAP / EASTERN CAPE / NOORD-KAAP /
NORTHERN CAPE / WES-KAAP / WESTERN CAPE
Chris Troskie - 041 001 0122

VLEISSENTRAAL EIENDOMME
Andreas Greeff — 072 118 7509

/Q, LEWENDEHAWE - STOETVEE - SLAGVEE - WILD - ALGEHELE UITVERKOPINGS - LOSGOED - EIENDOM
/ LIVESTOCK - STUD STOCK - SLAUGHTER STOCK - GAME - DISPERSAL SALES - MOVABLE ASSETS - PROPERTY

hoofkantoor@vleissentraal.co.za * www.vleissentraal.co.za
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ULGROEITOETSKLAS

» 21 Bulle is genomineer om deel te neem aan die Elite
g bulgroeitoetsklas 2022. Die eienaars van die bulle is:

Hans Bester

Kobus Bezuidehout

lan Botes

Fanie Els

Gawie Naude

3 & Sampie Rossouw

Andre Reitsma

Die volgende 4 bulle is voorgebring:

N190088 - EDUAN STEFANUS WHISKEY - Eduan Boerdery
N190052 - EDUAN SCOTT'S WEBSTER — Eduan Boerdery

JC 200017 - AR ESCORT - JC Braunvieh stoet — Andre Reitsma
HB190011 - WITBEK LONT - Hans Bester en dogters

Op 4 Desember 2021 het Carel Nel die bulle wat genomineer was vir die Elite bulgroeitoetsklas wat plaasvind te
Bloemfontein skou 2022 beoordeel. Die bul wat die Ras tydens die prag geleentheid gaan verteenwoordig is Eduan
STEFANUS WHISKEY - N190088 van Eduan Boerdery.

oz o

Baie geluk aan Rossouw’s Braunvieh met die ELITE BRONS toekenning
ontvang vanaf SA Stamboek vir die Elite Vleisbeesteler van die Jaar-
toekennings op 22 September 2021.



LIVESTOCK Braunvieh

Genetics
forged in

the Alps help

Braunweh

excel in SA

FAST FACTS

Braunvieh breeding
animals, and bulls
in particular,

are popular in
crossbreeding
programmes,

Since the first
Braunvieh bulls
were imported

to South Africa in
1907, the breed has
evolved to become
well-adapted to
local conditions.

The Witbek stud’s
calves are weaned
relatively early at
200 days, and at an
average weight of
250kg to 280kg.

Since its introduction to South Africa

114 years ago, the Braunvieh, with its good
walking ability and non-selective grazing
habits, has adapted well and can thrive
under some of the harshest conditions in
the country. Hans Bester and his three
daughters run the Witbek Braunvieh stud
on Sussiesdeel farm in Vrede, Free State,
and spoke to Annelie Coleman about the
advantages of this hardy breed.

he Witbek Braunvieh stud flourishes in
the often taxing conditions of the cold
Free State Highveld, with its sourveld
grazing. One of the reasons this breed
can withstand such a harsh environment
is that it originated thousands of years ago
high in the Swiss Alps, where oxygen levels
are relatively low. As a result, these animals
evolved to have a higher red blood cell count
than any other cattle breed in the world.

“This is why the South African Braunvieh
excels in the extreme heat of Limpopo, Northern
Cape and Namibia, as well as the bitter cold
of the South African Highveld,” says stud
owner Hans Bester. “Over a period of more
than 100 years, the Braunvieh has developed
into a truly African breed and become a
serious contender in the beef cattle arena.”

Bester runs the stud on Sussiesdeel farm,
near Vrede, with his three daughters, all of
whom are veterinarians: Drs Daleen Roos,
Hanri Bester-Cloete and Molly Lubbinge.

Bester and his wife Marina stay on the
farm, Roos and Bester-Cloete are based in
Vrede, and Lubbinge lives in Nelspruit.

A FAMILY AFFAIR

The Witbek Braunvieh stud comprises 100 animals,
which include breeding cows, replacement heifers
and bulls. Bester takes care of the day-to-day
management of the herd, shows and auctions;
Roos, a senior Braunvieh selector, is responsible for
lick management and breeding pairings; Bester-
Cloete is in charge of finances; and Lubbinge
keeps a record of birth registrations, cancellations,
and identification of animals. The three sisters

run the animal health programme together.

The Braunvieh was at one stage criticised
on a number of points, and Bester and his
daughters have responded by addressing these
problems specifically in their stud and turning
perceptions around. For example, the breed
was previously slated for calving problems, and
Witbek Braunvieh has therefore made calving
ease one of its primary selection criteria.

The establishment of the Witbek stud arose
from the sisters’ earlier participation in youth
livestock shows. Bester was determined to find
a top-performing beef cattle breed with a calm

110 YEARS ON THE LAND



and even temperament for easier handling
and management, and the Braunvieh fitted the
bill. The breed is light brown with a creamy
white muzzle (hence the stud’s name), a dark
nose, and dark-blue eye pigmentation, which
protects the animal against sunburn.

The family acquired their first Braunvieh
cattle, including six heifers, in 2002 from the
Alphine Braunvieh stud in Winburg, Free State.
They were so impressed with the breed that
they formed the Witbek stud a year later.

“We chose stud breeding to add optimal
value to our beef cattle concern. It costs
virtually the same to rear a stud animal as it
does a commercial animal, but the return on
investment is considerably higher,” says Roos.

STRONG LEGS, UNDEMANDING GRAZER
The ideal Witbek Braunvieh is long-bodied,
well-muscled and good-natured. Balance, strong
haunches and top conformation for optimal
performance are non-negotiable. The breed’s
exceptional walking ability, strong legs and
deep, dark hooves (a legacy of selection in the
Swiss Alps) make it well suited to the hilly
environment of the Free State Highveld.
Witbek animals are also well pigmented,
with a well-adjusted hide that sheds hair in
summer and thickens in winter, keeping the
animals’ body temperature relatively constant.
Bester-Cloete explains that the Braunvieh was
originally brought to South Africa in 1907 as part
of a programme to breed animals for the country’s
high-lying cold areas. The breed adapted well to
local conditions and the Braunvieh Breeding Society
of South Africa was established in April 1925.
Grazing on Sussiesdeel is dominated by red
grass (Themeda triandra), which is abundant on
the sourveld grasslands of the north-eastern
Free State Highveld. Red grass is one of the
most important species for farmers in the region
due to its high crude protein value. However,
while it is highly palatable in summer, it turns
red and brittle in winter. It then becomes
unpalatable, with a marked loss of dietary value.
The soil on Sussiesdeel has a relatively high clay
content, which favours red grass. “This factor,
coupled with the exceedingly cold winters here,
calls for a strong beef cattle breed. That’s
where the Braunvieh’s genetic development
over the ages comes into play; it has
developed into a tough, non-
selective grazing and highly
fertile breed,” explains Bester.

FERTILITY

As stud breeders, Bester and his
daughters focus on supplying
the commercial beef production
sector with animals that excel

on the veld and add to long-term sustainability.

Longevity and fertility are of the essence in this

regard. One Witbek cow, for example, dropped

and raised 13 calves over a 15-year period after

coming into production and maintained an

inter-calving period of fewer than 390 days.
Witbek calves are weaned relatively early at

200 days, at weights of between 250kg and 280kg.
“Earlier weaning means a longer rest

period before the cow drops her next calf.

The breeding programme is designed in such

a way that the majority of the animals have

calved by October, when the first spring rain

usually arrives,” says Lubbinge.

For the first 10 years of the stud, Witbek
applied artificial insemination (Al) on
the female animals themselves,
but after Bester’s daughters left
home, this became impractical,
so the stud changed to natural
breeding. Nevertheless, Al
is still used on outstanding
cows from time to time.

“Al really benefitted our stud.
It gave us access to exceptional

TOP:

From left: Drs Molly
Lubbinge, Daleen Roos and
Hanri Bester-Cloete run
the Witbek Braunvieh stud
in Vrede with their father,
Hans Bester (not pictured).

ABOVE:

The Witbek bulls are

subjected to veld tests to
rovide the market with
ulls that perform well

under all grazing conditions.

OPPOSITE PAGE:

A strong walking ability is
one of the most prominent
characteristics of the
Braunvieh. This is ascribed
to the breed's development
in the Swiss Alps over
thousands of years.

PHOTOS: DR MOLLY LUBBINGE
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LIVESTOCK Braunvieh

ABOVE:

The Braunvieh breed’s
exceptionally high red blood
cell count makes it highly
adaptable to a wide array
of farming conditions.

genetic material that we would not otherwise have
been able to afford. It also allowed us to establish
an average inter-calving period of about 375
days, which we still maintain,” says Lubbinge.
Bester and his daughters are careful to use bulls
that add optimal genetic value to the stud, They
follow a single bull breeding system, and therefore
choose bulls that fully adhere to the breeding
values of the stud in order to ensure genetic
diversity. According to Roos, the ideal Witbek bull
is highly masculine, with sufficient length, width
and depth. High value is placed on a bull’s dam'’s
efficiency, as this will have a long-lasting impact
on the ultimate genetic prowess and progress of
the herd, including genetic gain in milk yield.

WITBEK SALUTE

The stud’s bull breeding objectives culminated
in the bull Witbek Salute HB 15 011, which was
selected as the Landbouweekblad, Breedplan
and Zoetis 2017 Southern African Breeding
Bull of the Year. According to Bester, Witbek
Salute is masculine with a very strong

34 famersweekly 26 FEBRUARY 2021

topline and outstanding walking ability, and
forms the blueprint for all Witbek bulls.

Bulls are selected for functionality, since
form automatically follows, and selection
traits include low birth- and high weaning
weights, as well as overall balance.

The family extol the value of the Braunvieh
in crossbreeding. Braunvieh crossbreeds are
characterised by hardiness, superior meat
production and significantly higher milk yield.
The fact that the modern Braunvieh is medium-
framed with fine bone structure makes it ideal
for crossbreeding with all types of beef cattle,
Bos indicus in particular. This trait also reduces
calving problems, a crucial advantage in South
Africa’s mostly extensive farming conditions.

The value of the Braunvieh in crossbreeding
concerns is underpinned by the increasing
demand for breeding animals, especially
bulls, in the commercial farming sector.

The Braunvich is a
hardy, non-selective
azer, makin it

well suited to SA's
harshest conditions

VELD TESTING

As part of their efforts to meet the increased
demand for veld-adapted animals, Bester and
his daughters have subjected their bulls to veld
tests under the auspices of the Veld Bull-Ram
Organisation of Southern Africa for the past
three years. Only animals that pass this test are
kept as potential breeding bulls. Testing usually
commences in October and lasts for 150 days.

These growth tests are of great value for
ensuring that the market is supplied with
bulls that excel under all extensive grazing
conditions. Recognising this, the Witbek
stud and five other Braunvieh stud breeders
recently started the Central Braunvieh
Veld Club. Here, bulls from all six breeders
are kept together on one farm to be tested
under the same production conditions.

The economic realities of beef cattle production
in South Africa are such that farmers
have to utilise their grazing to the full
while providing minimum inputs.

“That’s why the identification of the best
growers in a herd is so important,” says Bester-
Cloete. “Veld testing of heifers is another avenue
we plan to pursue in the future, because the
performance of a heifer on the veld is a reliable
indicator of her performance as a mature cow.”
Phone Hans Bester on 083 469 1258, or
email him at bestershans@gmail.com. FW

110 YEARS ON THE LAND
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Stoet

andre.kainos@gmail.com

Braunvieh

Andre & Annemarie Reitsma | 071 896 1466

2021 ‘n Bevvedigende jaar vir JC Brannvieh:

JC Braunvieh het’n bevredigende 2021 beleef. Die bul JC20006 hetn Platinum toekenning verwerf - dis
die tweede bul in die Braunvieh Ras geskiedenis wat die toekenning verwef het.

Goeie resultate is bereik op die
Nasionale veiling met Lot 5 Roze wat
die naashoogste prys vir ‘n bul behaal
het nl R80 000. Geluk Hans met jou
mooi aanbieding en hoogste prys.
(Onthou ons Deal).

s 53y S

Lot 11 het die hoogste prys behaal vir ‘n
twee jaar oue bul.

JC Braunvieh het 'n goeie gemiddeld van
R72 500 vir sy TWEE bulle op die veiling
behaal.

koei en kalf op die Nasionale veiling
naamlik R42 000,

Wat veblydend is, is dat al drie die diere deur kommersiéle telers gekoop is.

Dit is vir JC Braunvieh 'n voorreg om aan die jaarlikse veiling onder die beskerming van die genootskap deel
te neem. Baie dankie aan die Raad en lede wat betrokke was - dit was 'n puik veiling!!!

Ons het ook vir die eerste keer aan die "uitdunne" van 'n verteenwoordiger van die Braunvieh Ras op 4
Desember deelgeneem. Dit was 'n goeie leerskool en ons bul het derde gekom. Geluk aan Eduan met julle

eerste plek.

Baie dankie aan lan en Ansie Botes viv die versorging van ons dieve. Julle doen puik.



Goeie vooruitsigte vir 2022 vir JC Braunwieh:

Ons het 'n uitstekende bul, Clyde, wat baie goed gepunt is deur die interras keurder wat hom moes
keur op Armoedsvlakte (Vryburg toetsstasie). Ons sien uit na sy ontwikkeling gedurende 2022.

eerste koeie is in Augustus daar gevestig en hulle is in 'n baie goeie kondisie agv

Dankie aan Henlo wat ons 'n geleentheid gee om uit te brei na Petrus Steyn. Die

goeie versorging en baie mooi vroeé reéns
i
|

Die eerste drie kalwers wat by Petrus Steyn gebore is, is Bulkalwers. Twee uit Eduan se koeie wat op
hul veiling aangekoop is en een is ‘n Kl kalf uit Aurora Dollar.



BIOZﬁTINUM BUL

Die bul JC20006 het'n Platinum toekenning verwerf
- dis die tweede bul in die Braunvieh Ras geskiedenis
wat die toekenning verwef het.

FHSE C

Baie geluk aan Lalta Trust en die bul LT19-03 wat as die
wenner van die Braunvieh ras aangewys is in die LNR
Fase C Prestasietoetsklas 2021.

KANTOOR

Die Braunvieh kantoor is reeds

15

gesluit en sal open op

10 Januarie 2022.

—
—



CRV, leading
in health and efficiency

New
artificial

insemination Braunvieh

bulls

EDUAN PRADO'S TURBO
ID: N 170034

EDUAN JUMBO'S POLLUX
ID: N 140015

w\Y
CRV > tel: +27 (0) 51 444 3350
email: roy@crvsa.co.za
WWW.Crvsa.co.za
BETTER COWS > BETTER LIFE






